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Coast Guard, DHS § 169.823 

of the vessel. The master shall ensure 
that the bill is posted in conspicuous 
locations throughout the vessel, par-
ticularly in the living spaces, before 
the vessel sails. 

(b) The station bill must set forth the 
special duties and duty station of each 
member of the ship’s company for the 
various emergencies. The duties must, 
as far as possible, be comparable with 
the regular work of the individual. The 
duties must include at least the fol-
lowing and any other duties necessary 
for the proper handling of a particular 
emergency: 

(1) The closing of airports, watertight 
doors, scuppers, sanitary and other dis-
charges which lead through the vessel’s 
hull below the margin line, etc., the 
stopping of fans and ventilating sys-
tems, and the operating of all safety 
equipment. 

(2) The preparing and launching of 
lifeboats and liferafts. 

(3) The extinguishing of fire. 
(4) The mustering of guests, if car-

ried, including the following: 
(i) Warning the guests. 
(ii) Seeing that they are dressed and 

have put on their personal flotation de-
vices in a proper manner. 

(iii) Assembling the guests and di-
recting them to the appointed stations. 

(iv) Keeping order in the passageways 
and stairways and generally control-
ling the movement of the guests. 

(v) Seeing that a supply of blankets 
is taken to the lifeboats. 

§ 169.815 Emergency signals. 
(a) The station bill must set forth the 

various signals used for calling the 
ship’s company to their stations and 
for giving instructions while at their 
stations. 

(b) On vessels of 100 gross tons and 
over the following signals must be 
used. 

(1) The first alarm signal must be a 
continuous blast of the vessel’s whistle 
for a period of not less than 10 seconds 
supplemented by the continuous ring-
ing of the general alarm bells for not 
less than 10 seconds. 

(2) For dismissal from fire alarm sta-
tions, the general alarm must be 
sounded three times supplemented by 
three short blasts of the vessel’s whis-
tle. 

(3) The signal for boat stations or 
boat drill must be a succession of more 
than six short blasts, followed by one 
long blast, of the vessel’s whistle sup-
plemented by a comparable signal on 
the general alarm bells. 

(4) For dismissal from boat stations, 
there must be three short blasts of the 
whistle. 

(c) Where whistle signals are used for 
handling the lifeboats, they must be as 
follows: 

(1) To lower lifeboats, one short 
blast. 

(2) To stop lowering the lifeboats, 
two short blasts. 

§ 169.817 Master to instruct ship’s com-
pany. 

The master shall conduct drills and 
give instructions as necessary to insure 
that all hands are familiar with their 
duties as specified in the station bill. 

§ 169.819 Manning of lifeboats and life-
rafts. 

(a) The provisions of this section 
shall apply to all vessels equipped with 
lifeboats and/or liferafts. 

(b) The master shall place a licensed 
deck officer, an able seaman, or a cer-
tificated lifeboatman in command of 
each lifeboat or liferaft. Each lifeboat 
or liferaft with a prescribed com-
plement of 25 or more persons must 
have one additional certificated 
lifeboatman. 

(c) The person in charge of each life-
boat or liferaft shall have a list of its 
assigned occupants, and shall see that 
the persons under his orders are ac-
quainted with their duties. 

§ 169.821 Patrol person. 
(a) The master shall designate a 

member of the ship’s company to be a 
roving patrol person, whenever the ves-
sel is operational. 

(b) The roving patrol person shall fre-
quently visit all areas to ensure that 
safe conditions are being maintained. 

§ 169.823 Openings. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraph 

(b) of this section, all watertight doors 
in subdivision bulkheads, hatches, and 
openings in the hull must be kept 
closed during the navigation of the ves-
sel. 
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